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Welcome New Member 

 
 

Mary Ann Ehinger was born in Fort Myers, Fl. 

where her father was stationed at Buckingham 

Army Air Force Base. She grew up in the Detroit 

area.  She attended Michigan State where she 

received her undergraduate and graduate 

degrees. 

With her mother’s death she agreed to raise her 

toddler brother and was living in East Lansing with 

her husband Jim of 33 years.  They bought a 

cottage in the North in 1987 and moved into it 

permanently last July. 

Professionally, Mary Ann was in private practice 

for 17 years doing psychotherapy.  She developed 

a psycho-oncology team at McLaren Hospital and 

also worked in the prison system where she 

became the Unit Chief of Mental Health Services. 

As a volunteer her gifts were used to serve as a 

Board Member, Mi Heart & Cancer Associations. 

She is a Master Gardener with a deep interest in 

Native Plants and Medicines. 

Welcome to our team Mary Ann! 

 

 

March Meeting 

March 10, 2020 

Come hear from the Masters! 

1:00 pm 

Charlevoix Public Library 

 

Charlevoix area Master Gardeners present a 

program addressing your questions and concerns. 

 

 

 

April Meeting 

April 14, 2020 

Black Swallowtail Butterfly 

1:00 pm 

Charlevoix Public Library 

 

Lorraine Schwender will present a program on the 

plan to get a bill through congress for the Black 

Swallowtail Butterfly 

 

 

April Newsletter Deadline   

Submission deadline for the April 

issue of the CAGC newsletter is  

March 25th.  

Send your information and articles to: 

bnds@att.net 

 

 

mailto:bnds@att.net


President’s Message 

 

 
 

 

 

Spring cleaning conjures up memories of spring 

cleaning duties as a child.  I remember taking 

down all our lace curtains, washing in an old 

wringer washing machine, and hand rinsing. My job 

was to hang the curtains on a stretcher with all 

those little needles that are worse than roses. Of 

course the stretchers never remained upright 

during the day.     

   

After that was finished, storm windows were 

removed, screens washed, and windows washed 

inside and out.  I remember hanging precariously 

from the sills trying to reach the tops.    

 

I guess nowadays we do not have to do all that 

work, but we sure can "remember when."     

         

We are planning to clean out the 2 storage units 

on March 20 at 9 a.m.  Hopefully, some of you can 

come and help out. We need historical knowledge, 

strength, and organization. We have obtained 

additional shelving and will have it ready to install 

that morning.  

See you there. Martha 
 

 
 

 

 

VALENTINES MEETING 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Guests joined us from Boyne Valley Garden Club, 

and Charlevoix Evening Garden Club. 
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Conservation 

 

 
 

We have been hearing how neonicotinoids or 

neonics impact our native pollinators, such as our 

bees and butterflies, which are critical to 

pollinating wildflowers, native trees, shrubs, and 

our food crops.  The rest of the story is about the 

alarming decline in flying insectivores, birds which 

catch their prey, insects.  They are dying because 

of the wide spread use of neonics, even in lower 

doses.   

In conventional agriculture in the US, neonics are 

widely used as a seed coating and are a systemic 

pesticide, a chemical within the plant as it grows 

from seed to maturity.  These coatings spread as 

a dust impacting nearby habitat, wet lands, and 

waterways.  If a single treated seed is directly 

ingested, it can kill a bird!  Neonics can poison or 

kill off bird food supplies.  Birds that catch their 

prey on the wing, such as swallows, swifts, and 

night jars are declining at alarming rates due to 

neonics. 

Nonlethal but serious impacts to birds from 

neonics include imparied migration behavior, 

reproduction dysfunction, and neurological 

effects. 

Buy organic when possible for your garden and 

choose plants and seeds that are labeled not 

treated with neonics.  Avoid spraying pesticides. 

Lets head up a remarkable recovery like that of 

the Bald Eagle and Osprey when we outlawed DDT! 

 

                                                
                                                From Jack Pine Warbler Summer 2019 

                                                           Submitted by Carrie Minch 

Think Summer Field Trip 

 

 
 

Mackinaw Island 

Lilac Festival 

 

When:  June 11, 2020 

How: By Chartered Bus 

Cost:  $40 per person 

 

Further information contact:  

Susan Thurow 
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