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President’s Message 
ARE YOU READY! 

Here we go folks.  Our Garden Walk is close at 

hand and I know that all of you are getting ready 

for it.  Thanks to all of you who have volunteered 

to help in some capacity (and also husbands). The 

weather is going to be great and we are going to 

have a successful event.   

 

This is an excellent opportunity to connect with 

our members and community and highlight our 

Garden Club, share our love of gardening, let 

them know what community projects we are 

involved in and how these projects support our 

beautiful city of Charlevoix.  Who knows, we may 

entice someone to become a new member.  We 

certainly were successful in attracting new 

recruits at the plant sale. We can also enter our 

Garden Walk by November 1 and be eligible for 

the Landscape Walk Award from MGC. 

Doug Tallamy was our guest speaker at the annual 

convention and he has a book entitled “Natures 

Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation that 

Starts in your Yard”  

 

Our Beautification committee is getting ready to 

judge the merchant’s floral displays and pass out 

certificates of appreciation for their continued 

effort to keep our city gorgeous. If we take 

some pictures of the walk around and awarding of 

certificates we can submit the project to apply 

for the Michigan Award of Merit.  Applications 

are on line and need to be submitted by Oct. 1. 

 Your beautification accomplishments reflect our 

club and can be used for publicity, credibility, 

networking and personal enjoyment. 

 

What a glorious time of the year.  I am sure all 

of you are having much more fun this year than 

last year.  So keep on enjoying and we will see 

you all at the Garden Walk. 

Martha 

 

 

  July Meeting 
July 6, 2021 at 9:00 am Depot Pavilion 

Final planning for Garden Walk which is July 14.  After 

a short meeting we will all be invited to Preview the 

Garden Walk. 

 

 August Meeting 
August 10, 2021 at 1:00 pm Depot Pavilion 

Our own Monica DeYoung will demonstrate successful 

container gardening. 

 
Meetings through October will be held outside at Depot Pavilion. 

Although we are meeting outside we still want to maintain 

our safety measures.  Those who have not had their vaccine 

shots are encouraged to wear masks and maintain 

distancing.  



    CONSERVATION   

 

More than 90% of our nearly 4,000 native bee species 

live not with other bees in hives but alone in nests 

carved into soil, wood or hollow plant stems.  Often 

mistaken for flies, the majority are tiny and do not 

have queens or produce honey.   Without a hive’s larvae 

and food supplies to defend, “native bees almost never 

sting.”  David Mizejewski, NWF Naturalist says “Most 

people know close to nothing about our continent’s 

native bees.”  
Scientist, meanwhile, know little about the population 

status of most indigenous bees, but the data they do 

have indicate that many species are declining.  Of 

Particular concern: bumble bees, which are better 

studied than most natives because they are 

commercially valuable pollinators of crops such as 

tomatoes.  According to a 2015 analysis by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 

Bumblebee Specialist Group, 28% of N. America’s 47 

bumble bee species “face some level of extinction 

risk.”  These include several once-common and 

widespread species such as the rusty patched bumble 

bee, federally listed as endangered in 2017.  

The culprits behind native bee declines include 

pesticides, disease habitat loss and climate change.  

But scientists say competition with honey bees may 

also play a role.  In a 2017 report in Conservation 

Letter, researchers calculate that during three 

months, honey bees in a typical 40 hive apiary collect 

the equivalent amount of pollen and nectar as 4 million 

solitary wild bees.  “Brilliant foragers,” honey bees can 

“dominate floral resources and suppress native bee 

numbers,” says lead author Jim Cane federal biologist. 

Honey bees also carry disease that can infect natives, 

including deformed wing virus and the parasite 

Critbidia bombi.  Researchers have found that native 

bees can suffer a high incidence of such illnesses. 

If you want to help bees, “the most important thing to 

do is grow a diversity of flowering native plants that 

bloom throughout all seasons.”  Mizejewski says.  Many 

native bees are pollen and nectar specialist, so include 

plants that they need.  Help with nesting sites like 

leaving bare patches of soil and fallen logs or dead 

trees.  “Let plant stems stand through winter and 

never use pesticides.” 
                                       

                                     

                                     National Wildlife Magazine, June-July 2021 

 
Submitted by Carrie Minch 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 
Calling all Volunteers to help on our stretch of 

highway. 

When: Monday, July 19 @ 9:00am 

Where: meet at the Bethany Lutheran Church 

north of town   

What: Bring gloves, boots, and a walking stick if 

needed 

Rain Day: Friday, July 23 @ 9:00am 

 

August Newsletter Deadline 
 

Submission deadline for the August 

issue of the CAGC newsletter is  

July 25th. Send your information and articles to: 

bnds@att.net 

 

 

How Cold Was the Plant Sale?

 
Winter hats, gloves, coats and ear muffs cold!!!!!!! 
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 DISTRICT HAPPENINGS 
 

What Does Michigan Garden 

Club Offer to Member Clubs? 

 
• Friday Morning Member Meetings 

• Tri-Refresher Course 

• All Together Now Statewide District 

Meeting Fall 2021 

• Lunch N Learn-Tech Series on how to 

use Zoom 

• Gardening School Course 1 & 2  

• MGC Thru the Garden Gate newsletter  

• National Garden Clubs and Central 

Region Newsletters  

• District Monthly Meetings & President’s 

Meetings • Use of your District Zoom 

Account to hold your Club Meetings  

• MGC website: migardenclubs.org  

• MGC Facebook page 

• MGC Facebook Groups: Photography, 

Growing Native Plants, Black Swallowtail 

Butterfly, Artistic Crafts, Floral Design, 

and Edibles  

• GTEP program  

• Grow & Share Grants  

• MGC Group Liability Insurance 

• Projects: MGC Scholarship Program, 

Loda Lake Wildflower Sanctuary, Black 

Swallowtail Initiative, Pollinator Gardens 

and Blue & Gold Star Memorial Markers 

What Does Michigan Garden Club Offer 

to Member Clubs? 

• Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. and 

Central Region, Inc.--Opportunities to apply 

for Grants, Awards, Youth Contests and 

support numerous projects such as Plant 

America, Penny Pines, and  Running Waters 

 

 

FREE MONEY  

 
Now would be a good time to consider looking into 

and requesting a small grant ($200) from your 

District. As you are planning next year's 

projects, perhaps you need to purchase new 

native plants, pollinators, or other plants or 

garden materials for your gardens. Requesting a 

grant is easy and information can be found on the 

MGC website.   Or Ask Dorothy Sandoval.  
 
 

 

Community Gardens News 

 
Depot Heritage Garden  

As you visit the Depot Heritage Garden this 

summer, pause in Room II and notice the three 

Japanese Lilac Trees and four Viburnum shrubs 

planted between the Boxwood hedge and the 

fence. Walk a bit further to Room III and notice 

two Apache Dogwood trees planted behind the 

Boxwood hedge on either side of the bench.  The 

beautiful trees and shrubs fit nicely with our 

plantings – almost as if they have always been 

there.  These landscape additions were made 

possible by a generous donation from Mike and 

Rhea Dow.  Many thanks for this wonderful gift 

and a special thank you to Rhea for overseeing 

the project.  Submitted by Ruth Augustine, Joan 

Nowak and the Depot Gardening Committee.   
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Post Office 

 

Triangle Garden 

 

      Hospital Garden 
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