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President’s Message  
 

As I sit here looking out my window at the 

glorious snow, beautiful sunshine and blue skies, I 

cannot help but think that Spring is on the way! 

That means daydreaming of planting and growing 

our gardens.  Gardening magazines are arriving 

daily to help the dreaming of a beautiful and 

colorful garden.  This year remember to purchase 

some plants at the plant sale to add in the bare 

spots.   

Janet Hickman, President of MGC has chosen the 

theme: Plant America: Grow and Share and her 

project is “Michigan Pollinator Gardens”.  If you 

have a pollinator garden or your neighbors have 

one or if our community gardens are pollinator 

gardens, be sure to register them at 

www.Millionpollinatorgardens.org.  Lois Lewis has 

already registered her own personal one.  She said 

it was simple. There will be a $50 award to each 

state-wide small, medium, large and extra-large 

size club that registers the most gardens.  Mary 

Lynn Heid is chairing this project for our club, so 

if you have questions, give her a call.  Let me know 

if you have registered your garden.  

Speaking of sharing, I hope all of you “year-

rounder’s” will be able to attend the February 

meeting and help welcome our guests from other 

clubs in the area.  Charlotte and her committee 

are working hard to make it memorable. 

 

Martha Rohr, President 

 

 

February Meeting 

February 11, 2020 

A Valentine Party 

1:00 pm 

Charlevoix Public Library 

 

Company is coming, the Charlevoix Evening, the 

Boyne Valley, and The East Jordan Garden Clubs 

are joining us. 

 

 

March Meeting 

March 10, 2020 

Come hear from the Masters! 

1:00 pm 

Charlevoix Public Library 

 

Charlevoix area Master Gardeners present a 

program addressing your questions and concerns. 

 

 

 

 
 

March Newsletter Deadline   

Submission deadline for the March  

issue of the CAGC newsletter is  

February 25th.  

Send your information and articles to: 

bnds@att.net 

http://www.millionpollinatorgardens.org/
mailto:bnds@att.net


Conservation 

 
Every year one septillion new flakes fall 

worldwide.  Due to a snow crystals sensitivity to 

changes in temperature and humidity, the odds 

are slim that any two flakes are exactly identical.  

The more complex those conditions are, the more 

elaborate the crystals.  Snow crystals are 

individual crystals, usually hexagonals while 

snowflakes are collections of one or more snow 

crystals.  Beginning as condensed water vapor, a 

crystal typically grows around a nucleus of dust. 

 

Several years ago a couple of scientists played 

around with imaging snow crystals with scanning 

electronic microscopy.  They found that the 

results were useful for understanding our 

environment when combined with mircrowave 

satellite data to predict the amount of water in a 

winter snow pack. This is very important to 

western states where 75% of their annual water 

supply comes from snowmelt. Snowmelt water is 

critical for crops, irrigations and hydro-electric 

power as well as recreation, domestic water 

suppplies, fisheries management, and flood 

control. 

 

And beyond those uses, crystal research helps 

predict avalanches, helps in designing artificial 

snow and may help examine air pollution.  Under 

the scanning electron microscope, you can  tell 

which elements are present, such as sulfur and 

nitrogen, and then see what kind of pollution is 

present for tracking purposes. 

 

You don’t have to be a scientist to appreciate the 

detailed structure of snow crystals.  Go outside 

and look at them with even just a magnifiying 

glass.  On a good day you might see some fun 

stuff! 
                                                        From National Wildlife Magazine. 

                                                           Submitted by Carrie Minch 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Think Summer Field Trip 

 

 
 

Mackinaw Island 

Lilac Festival 

 
When:  June 11, 2020 

How: By Chartered Bus 

Cost:  $40 per person 

 

Further information contact:  

Susan Thurow 
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